
        Townhall 

        October 5, 2017 

 

The Mannington Township Committee meeting was called to order by 

Mayor Asay at 7:00 PM.  The following were in attendance: Don Asay, 

Dante Spina Sr., John Emel, William L. Horner, Esther Mitchell, Diane 

Bowman, Kasey Carmer and wife Barb, Cecil Rainey, Jr., residents: 

Robbie Coleman, Charles DeStefano, Luke Patrick, Michael Cable and 

James T. Rowe. 

 Clerk certified that this meeting had been advertised in 

accordance with the Sunshine Law.  

 Charles DeStefano, resident, was recognized as next on the 

agenda.  Mayor Asay asked Mr. DeStefano to hold his comments until 

Horner and Carmer reported on their proceedings involving 61 Acton 

Station Road.  Carmer reported on the fire at the property. Carmer sent 

a letter by certified mail to the owners of the property to cease all 

commercial activities.  Mayor Asay read Carmer’s letter.  Horner 

reported his actions and copied Niki Trunk, Municipal Prosecutor, who 

will be involved in the case.  At this time Mr. DeStefano read a 

prepared statement outlining his complaints against the activity 

happening on the property. Horner requested a copy of DeStefano’s 

statement.  He then stated if there is no activity to comply in a 

reasonable amount of time, the complaint will go forward after review 

from Niki Trunk.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, approving the 

attached bill list for payment.  Roll call vote as follows: 

Asay  - yes 

Spina  - yes 

Emel  - yes 

 



Beginning with computer check number 14977, ending computer check 

number 15014.  Beginning with payroll check number 5220, ending payroll 

check number 5257. 

 CFO submitted a Report of Reconciled Cash Balances for the month 

ending August 31, 2017 and a Summary Budget Status with Account 

Description as of October 2, 2017. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, approving of minutes 

for a meeting held 9/7/2017.  Motion carried. 

ZONING REPORT:  

 A written and verbal Zoning Report for September 2017 was given 

by Zoning Officer, Kasey Carmer. There were four Zoning Permits issued 

and one Certificate of Occupancy.  Carmer reported on several ongoing 

court actions and ten day notices he issued.  Report accepted and 

filed. 

 The Mayor reviewed the Suspected Hazardous Discharge Notice 

received from the NJDEP and the Salem Co. Health Dept. regarding 61 

Acton Station Road.   

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: 

 A verbal report was given by Rainey for the month of September. 

Rainey received an offer to have a piece of equipment coated with a 

“new age powder coat” for free.  He was thinking about a snowplow if 

the Committee was not opposed to it.  The Committee Ok’d his request 

and stated for him to accept the free offer only. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 Public Comment period was opened by regular motion.  Jim Rowe, 

resident of Hackett Road, asked the meaning of absentia, as mentioned 

earlier in the meeting in the zoning report.  Horner stated it means 



absent from court.  Rowe, Luke Patrick and the Committee briefly 

discussed the hospital. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Mayor Asay gave an update on the PIG.  A letter and an 

application will be mailed to all farms on the Target Farms List. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Motion was made by Asay, seconded by Emel, to send a letter with 

an updated Target Farm list to apply for the 2019 SADC funding.  Motion 

carried. 

 Bowman asked if it was procedure to send out an inquiry to 

department heads in preparation of the 2018 Budget.  Mitchell replied 

it was procedure and the Committee gave their approval. 

 Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, opening the public 

hearing on Ordinance #17-03.  Motion carried. 

 There being no comments, motion was made by Asay, seconded by 

Asay, closing the public hearing. 

Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, adopting the 

following-named ordinance on second and final reading.  Motion carried. 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP CODE CHAPTER 64 “HOUSING 

STANDARDS” TO REFERENCE THE 

INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 

 

 
Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, adopting the 

following resolution.  Motion carried. 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

RESOLUTION GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT 

FOR CONDUCT OF BINGO 

 

 WHEREAS, TEAM (Together in Education at Mannington), has submitted a properly executed 

Application for License to operate a BINGO at the Mannington Township Elementary School located at 

495 Route 45, in the Township of Mannington, and 

 



 WHEREAS, the Township Clerk/Administrator has reviewed said Application and determined 

that the Applicant is qualified and that the members designated to conduct games are qualified, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Clerk/Administrator has determined that the games will be conducted 

according to the regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Act. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Mannington, hereby grants municipal consent to TEAM (Together in Education at Mannington) to 

conduct a BINGO on November 17, 2017 at the Mannington Elementary School and hereby waives any 

municipal fee. 

 
Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, adopting the 

following resolution.  Motion carried. 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

RESOLUTION GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT 

FOR CONDUCT OF RAFFLE 

 

 WHEREAS, TEAM (Together in Education at Mannington), has submitted a properly executed 

Application for License to operate a RAFFLE at the Mannington Township Elementary School located at 

495 Route 45, in the Township of Mannington, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Clerk/Administrator has reviewed said Application and determined 

that the Applicant is qualified and that the members designated to conduct games are qualified, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Clerk/Administrator has determined that the games will be conducted 

according to the regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Act. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Mannington, hereby grants municipal consent to TEAM (Together in Education at Mannington) to 

conduct a RAFFLE on November 17, 2017 at the Mannington Elementary School and hereby waives any 

municipal fee. 

 
 Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, adopting the 

following resolution.  Motion carried. 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS REGARDING 

THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT AND OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee took action on Senate 

Bill Nos. 1045 and 1046, which amend the Open Public Meetings Act and Open Public Records Act, 

respectively, on June 29, 2017; and  

 WHEREAS, the Committee released the bills to the full Senate without recommendation because 

the bills are unnecessary, unpopular with the public, and would result in significant financial and 

administrative burdens on municipalities; and  

 WHEREAS, the bills fail to adequately protect taxpayers, municipalities and, especially, 

municipal clerks from abusive, harassing, and purposefully confrontational individuals who submit 

voluminous requests for no legitimate reason; and  



 WHEREAS, the legislation would expand the Open Public Meeting Act to create impractical and 

burdensome requirements with respect to subcommittees and working groups established by the entire 

governing body, which would effectively limit the ability of small groups of local officials discussing 

issues of public concern for the purposes of informing the governing body; and  

 WHEREAS,  under the bills, the responsibilities of municipal clerks, who the Legislature has 

already loaded with responsibilities beyond the scope of their office, would be stretched even further than 

current law requires without a single dollar of additional resources provided to, or authorized to be 

collected by, municipalities; and 

  WHEREAS,  the bills would impose a financial burden on municipalities that would not be offset 

by a revenue source other than the property tax, making the bills unfunded mandates prohibited by the New 

Jersey Constitution; and 

 WHEREAS, some municipalities are more equipped than others to meet the burdens that would 

be imposed by Senate Bill Nos. 1045 and 1046, however, without assistance of any kind from the States or 

the courts, every municipality would be on its own to meet the myriad new requirements of the law.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Mannington, that the Legislature is strongly urged to reject Senate Bill Nos. 1045 and 1046 and draft new 

legislation to modernize OPRA and OPMA while providing municipalities and clerks with the resources to 

effectuate these changes for the benefit of the public. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be filed with the 

legislative sponsors of Senate Bill Nos. 1045 and 1046 and Assembly Bill Nos. 2697 and 2699, the Speaker 

of the General Assembly, the President of the Senate, and the Governor, and all parties are urged to listen 

to the concerns of local officials and prevent Senate Bill Nos. 1045 and 1046 from becoming law. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 1.  A request for support was received from the NJ SADC regarding 

an application for farmland preservation of Block 4, Lot p/o 10 & p/o 

10- EN and Block 5, Lot 2 & p/o Lot 3 & p/o Lot 3-EN.   

 Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, supporting the above 

mentioned request from the NJ SADC. 

 2.  A notice announcing the NJDOT Local Freight Impact Fund was 

accepted and filed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION: 

  A second Public Comment portion was opened by regular motion. 

Resident, Robbie Coleman voiced some concerns about Public Works and 

had a few questions.  Public Comment was closed by regular motion.  



  Motion was made by Emel, seconded by Spina, adopting the 

following resolution.  Motion carried. 

RESOLUTION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following portion of this meeting be closed to the public for 

the purpose of pending litigation regarding RJS Holdings tax appeal and an update on In Rem 

Foreclosures.  The time when these matters may be disclosed to the public is when such matters 

have been resolved. 

 
 The meeting was opened to the public. 

 
REPORTS: 

 The following reports were filed: 

 The Collector reported receipts for September in the amount of 

$157,155.30. 

Mid-Salem County Court submitted a check in the amount of 

$1,680.58 for fines received in September. 

Registrar’s receipts for September totaled $1,860.00. 

There were no dog license’s issued in September. 

CFO reported receipts of $283,417.86 for the month of September.  

There being no further business to transact, the Mayor adjourned 

the meeting by regular motion at 8:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

       Esther A. Mitchell, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

October  2, 2017  NO QUORUM 

October 16, 2017  NO QUORUM 

October 23, 2017  NO QUORUM  

October 30, 2017  NO QUORUM 

    

    

    


