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MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP CODE 

CHAPTER 10 “ANIMALS” 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16b requires all New Jersey municipalities to appoint a 

certified aminal control officer who shall be responsible for animal control within the jurisdiction 

of the municipality and who shall enforce and abide by the provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 requires appointed certified animal control officers to 

take into custody and impound any animal subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16, which 

includes the requirement that any such animal must be impounded in “a shelter, pound, or kennel 

operating as a shelter or pound”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Mannington has not established a public pound for the 

keeping of stray dogs, cats, or other domestic pets, and is not required to do so by law; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:48-5.1 requires that “whenever in any municipality there shall not 

be established under municipal authority a public pound for the keeping of stray dogs, cats or other 

domestic pets, and there shall exist in the county wherein such municipality is situated or in any 

adjoining county, a pound maintained by any humane society or other similar association, not 

organized for pecuniary profit, which shall have continuously maintained said pound for at least 1 

year, such municipality shall enter into negotiations and may contract with such society or 

association for any period not exceeding 5 years, for collecting, keeping for redemption and 

destroying all such stray animals found within the municipal limits”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Acting Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Mannington Township have informed 

the Mannington Township Committee that the Acting Clerk and/or Deputy Clerk have contacted 

all of the humane societies and other similar non-profit associations that have existed and 

continuously maintained pounds for at least one year in Salem County and adjoining Gloucester 

County and Cumberland County, and that all of such humane societies and other similar non-profit 

associations have refused to enter into negotiations with, or otherwise contract with Mannington 

Township for collecting, keeping for redemption, or destroying stray animals found within the 

Township of Mannington; and 

 

WHEREAS, such humane societies and other similar non-profit associations are not 

required by law to enter into negotiations with, or otherwise contract with Mannington Township 

for collecting, keeping for redemption, or destroying stray animals found within the Township of 

Mannington; and 

 

WHEREAS, although the Mannington Township Committee has determined that it is 

necessary and appropriate to continue annually to attempt to enter into negotiations or otherwise 

contract with such humane societies and other similar non-profit associations for the aforesaid 
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purposes, the Mannington Township Committee has determined that it would be inappropriate, 

unreasonable, and imprudent for any certified animal control officer appointed by Mannington 

Township to seize any animal within Mannington Towship for impoundment at any time when 

there is no municipally-established public pound or other lawfully-authorized pound to which such 

animals can be taken for impoundment; 

 

AND WHEREAS, for the above reasons, the Mannington Township Committee has 

determined that it necessary and appropriate to amend Mannington Township Code Chapter 10 

“Animals” to prohibit Mannington Township’s certified animal control officer from seizing 

animals within the Township of Mannington unless and until the Mannington Township 

Committee has either (1) established under municipal authority a public pound for the keeping of 

stray dogs, cats or other domestic pets, or (2) entered into a contract not exceeding five years with 

a pound maintained by a qualified humane society or other similar non-profit association in Salem 

County, Gloucester County, or Cumberland County for collecting, keeping for redemption, and 

destroying all stray animals that may be found and seized within Mannington Township; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Mannington, in the County of Salem, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. All of the definitions set forth in Section 10-3 (“Definitions”) of Mannington Township Code 

Chapter 10 (“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs and Other Animals”), are hereby deleted and 

replaced with the following new definitions: 

 

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION – An individual or group of individuals who, with 

or without salary or compensation, house and care for homeless animals in the home of an 

individual or in other facilities, with the intent of placing the animals in responsible, more 

permanent homes as soon as possible. 

 

ANIMAL RESCUR ORGANIZATION FACILITY – The home or other facility in which 

an animal rescue organization houses and cares for an animal. 

 

CAT – Any domestic short-haired, long-haired, or hairless cat. 

 

CERTIFIED ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER – A person 18 years of age or older who 

has satisfactorily completed the course of study approved by the Commissioner of Health 

and Senior Services and the Police Training Commission as prescribed by paragraphs (1) 

through (3) of subsection a. of section 3 of P.L.1983, c. 525 (C.4:19-15.16a); or who has 

been employed in the State of New Jersey in the capacity of, and with similar 

responsibilities to those required of, a certified animal control officer pursuant to the 

provisions of P.L.1983, c. 525 for a period of three years before January 17, 1987. 

 

DOG – Any dog, bitch or spayed bitch. 

 

DOG OF LICENSING AGE – Any dog which has attained the age of seven months or 

which possesses a set of permanent teeth. 
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FOSTER HOME – Placement of a cat or dog with an individual or group that is not an 

animal rescue organization for the purpose of temporarily caring for the cat or dog, without 

the individual or group assuming ownership and with the intent of the individual or group 

relinquishing the cat or dog to a suitable owner when one is located. 

 

FOWL – Any bird, including but not limited to ducks, geese or chickens. 

 

KEEPER – Any person over 18 years of age exercising control over a dog or other animal 

to remain on premises under his or her control. 

 

KENNEL – Any establishment wherein or whereon the business of boarding or selling 

dogs or breeding dogs for sale is carried on, except a pet shop. 

 

LIVESTOCK – Any domestic animal, including but not limited to cattle, horses, pigs, 

goats, rabbits, swine, or fowl raised for home use or profit. 

 

OWNER – When applied to the proprietorship of a dog shall include every person having 

a right of property in that dog and every person who has that dog in his keeping, and when 

applied to the proprietorship of any other animal, including, but not limited to, a cat, shall 

include every person having a right of property in that animal and every person who has 

that animal in his keeping. 

 

PET SHOP – Any place of business which is not part of a kennel, wherein animals, 

including, but not limited to, dogs, cats, birds, fish, reptiles, rabbits, hamsters or gerbils, 

are kept or displayed chiefly for the purpose of sale to individuals for personal appreciation 

and companionship rather than for business or research purposes. 

 

POUND – An establishment for the confinement of dogs or other animals seized either 

under the provisions of this act or otherwise. 

 

SHELTER – Any establishment where dogs or other animals are received, housed and 

distributed. 

 

STERILIZE – To render an animal incapable of reproducing by either spaying or neutering. 

 

2. Section 10-12 (“Enumeration of districts”) of Mannington Township Code Chapter 10 

(“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs and Other Animals”) is hereby deleted and replaced with the 

following new Section 10-12: 

 

§ 10-12.  Certified Animal Control Officer. 

 

A certified animal control officer shall be appointed by the Mannington Township 

Committee. Such person so designated and appointed as certified animal control officer 

shall be entitled to be paid as compensation for services an amount established by the 

Mannington Towship Committee.  Any reference in the Mannington Township Code to 
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“Animal Control Officer” or similar reference shall mean the “certified animal control 

officer” as defined herein. 

 

3. Section 10-14 (“Seizure; impounding; costs of impoundment”) of Mannington Township Code 

Chapter 10 (“Animals”), Article II (“Dogs and Other Animals”), is hereby deleted and replaced 

with the following new Section 10-14: 

 

§ 10-14.  No seizure or impoundment of animals absent municipal pound or contract. 

 

A. The Mannington Township Clerk shall, between January 1 and March 31 of each year, 

determine whether the Township of Mannington has established a public pound for the 

keeping of stray dogs, cats or other domestic pets, or whether the Township of 

Mannington is at that time under contract with a humane society or other authorized 

non-profit association in Salem County, Gloucester County, or Cumberland County for 

collecting, keeping for redemption, or destroying stray animals found within 

Mannington Township, and if no such public pound has been established, and if no 

such contract is then in effect, the Clerk shall solicit proposals from all such humane 

societies and other authorized non-profit associations in Salem County, Gloucester 

County, and Cumberland County to provide such services on a contractual basis.  The 

Clerk may, but is not required to solicit such proposals at any other time during any 

year.  The Mannington Township Committee shall consider any proposal received from 

such societies and organizations in terms of Mannington Township’s needs, required 

facilities, available facilities, cost factors, and any other pertinent considerations, 

provided that Mannington Township shall not be compelled to contract with any such 

society or association, and thus may reject any or all such proposals if in the fair 

exercise of reasonable discretion and as a matter of fair business judgment, honestly 

and not arbitrarily or capriciously exercised, the Township of Mannington is satisfied 

that the proposed contract is not desirable or acceptable. 

 

B. At any time during which the Township of Mannington is operating a municipally-

established public pound for the keeping of stray dogs, cats or other domestic pets, or 

at any time that the Township of Mannington is under contract with a humane society 

or other authorized non-profit association in Salem County, Gloucester County, or 

Cumberland County for collecting, keeping for redemption, or destroying stray animals 

found within Mannington Township, the certified animal control officer shall take into 

custody and impound any animals found in Mannington Township, to thereafter be 

euthanized or offered for adoption, as provided in N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16. 

 

C. At any time during which the Township of Mannington is not operating a municipally-

established public pound for the keeping of stray dogs, cats or other domestic pets, or 

is not under contract with a humane society or other authorized non-profit association 

in Salem County, Gloucester County, or Cumberland County for collecting, keeping 

for redemption, or destroying stray animals found within Mannington Township, the 

certified animal control officer shall not take into custody or impound any animals 

found in Mannington Township. 
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4. If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged 

invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, 

paragraph subsection, clause or provision so adjudged, and the remainder of the Ordinance 

shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

5. Any article, section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or other provision of the Mannington 

Township Code that is inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance is hereby repealed to 

the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

6. This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication in accordance with the laws of 

the State of New Jersey. 

 

NOTICE 

 

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing proposed Ordinance No. 25-02 was introduced 

and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Mannington, County 

of Salem, State of New Jersey, at a regularly scheduled meeting held on March 6, 2025.  A second 

reading and public hearing on the foregoing Ordinance will be conducted by the Township 

Committee at a regularly scheduled meeting to be held on April 3, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., in the 

Mannington Town Hall, 491 Route 45, Mannington Township, New Jersey, after which the 

Ordinance will be considered for final passage 

 

          

                    /s/Donald C. Asay, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

   

/s/Amber Ayars, Acting Clerk     

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of an Ordinance introduced and passed by the 

Mannington Township Committee on second reading following a public hearing at a regular 

meeting held on April 3, 2025. 

 

 

 

/s/Amber Ayars, Acting Clerk 

 

 

ADOPTED: APRIL 3, 2025 


