
Townhall 

   September 5, 2024 

 

The Mannington Township Committee meeting was called to order by 

Mayor Asay at 5:30 PM.  The following were in attendance: Asay, Dunham 

Eber, Horner, Elwell, Davis, and Ayars. 

 

SUNSHINE CERTIFICATION: 

Clerk certified that this meeting had been advertised in 

accordance with the Sunshine Law.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

Motion was made by Dunham, seconded by Eber, approving the 

attached bill list.  

Asay – yes   Dunham – yes   Eber – yes     

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 Motion was made by Eber, seconded by Dunham, approving the 

minutes for meeting held on 8/5/2024.  Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

    Solicitor Bill Horner gave an update on the sale of 221 Route 45, 

as of 8/28/2024 the property is now owned by Habitat for Humanity. Bill 

requested the name of Habitat’s Administrative Agent. It is important 

that procedure is followed so Mannington Township receives the credit 

as an affordable housing unit. A group phone call has been suggested by 

Affordable Housing Attorney Michael Collins with participants Elain 

Clisham (Affordable Housing Planner), Bill Horner and a representative 

from Habitat for Humanity. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 

Motion was made by Eber, seconded by Dunham, adopting following 

resolution. Motion Carried.  

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

RESOLUTION  

RESOLUTION APPROVING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH SALEM COUNTY 

 

RE: EQUIPMENT, LABOR AND SERVICES FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

AND ROAD AND BRIDGE PROJECTS 

 

(Contract Term: August 1, 2024 through July 31, 2029) 



 

 WHEREAS, the Salem County Board of County Commissioners (“County”) has, by its 

Resolution No. 2024-232, dated June 12, 2024, proposed entering into shared services agreements pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq., with the Township of Mannington and other Salem County municipalities for 

the provision of County equipment, labor, and services for municipal projects such as public works and 

road and bridge projects; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the duration of the proposed shared services agreement is five (5) years, from 

August 1, 2024 through July 31, 2029; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mannington Township Committee has reviewed the proposed shared services 

agreement in consultation with the Township Solicitor and the Township Risk Management Consultant and 

has determined that the agreement’s terms and conditions are acceptable, and that the Township would 

benefit from the County’s provision of equipment, labor, and services as proposed; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mannington Township Committee hereby approves 

the proposed agreement entitled “Shared Services Agreement for Equipment and Services between the 

Salem County Board of County Commissioners and Mannington Township Dated July 2024” and 

authorizes the Mannington Township Mayor (or Deputy Mayor) and Acting Clerk to sign the agreement on 

behalf of the Township of Mannington. 

 
 

 

Motion was made by Eber, seconded by Dunham, adopting following 

resolution. Motion Carried.  

 
MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL REGISTRAR 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Mannington that Amber 

Ayars be appointed as Certified Municipal Registrar for the Township of Mannington for a three-year term 

beginning on August 30, 2024. 

  
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: 

   Committeeman Rick Eber read the public works update. 

  a)Rick asked about lawn care for 221 Route 45 now that Habitat for 

Humanity has ownership of it. Committee all agreed, we should not 

maintain this property any longer.  

  b) Public Works has suggested getting a dumpster to handle brush and 

limbs at Public Works building. Ron Owens will look into this. 

  c)Project for Bassett Road Stormwater pipe repair, the lowest bid has 

been accepted from Gerald A. Barrett LLC ($6,590). Per the Solicitor 

Bill Horner, Rick Management Officer will need to review their 

insurance coverage before we can move forward. The CFO, Diane Elwell, 

has already provided a certification of funds.  

  d)The work on putting up a fence by 44 Route 45 will be starting, 

there will be five(5) sections.  

 

 



ZONING REPORT: 

   A written report was submitted by Zoning Officer Robert Schmid for 

the month of August.  

a) Mayor Asay has concerns about property at 44 Route 45. Questions 

to be answered by Zoning Officer; Have they applied for any 

permits to build? What is their timeline for construction? Who is 

living there, renter or owner occupied?  

 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION: 

 Motion was made by Dunham, seconded by Eber, adopting the 

following resolution: Motion carried. 

 

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 

(September 5, 2024) 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mannington Township Committee will now conduct a closed session for discussions 

from which the public may be lawfully excluded pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et 

seq.); 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mannington Township Committee, as follows: 

1.  The public shall be excluded from the closed session discussions which are the subject of this 

resolution. 

2.  The general nature of the subjects to be discussed during the closed session is as follows: Matters 

involving pending or anticipated litigation and/or contract negotiations in which 

Mannington Township is or may become a party (1) as proposed in the Municipal Joint 

Defense Agreement that has been presented by the Borough of Montvale’s selected law firm 

to challenge certain New Jersey affordable housing requirements; (2) with respect to the 

Mannington Yorktown Road Resurfacing (LTPF) project for which a noncompliant 

low bid was received; and (3) any matters falling within the attorney-client 

privilege to the extent that confidentiality is required in order for the 

attorney to exercise the attorney’s ethical duties as a lawyer with respect to 

the above matters. 

3.  The discussions conducted during the closed session will be disclosed to the 

public as follows: 

a. with respect to matters involving pending or anticipated litigation, after such matters have 

been resolved and any periods of appeal have expired; 

b. with respect to other matters, when the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

4.  No action will be taken during the closed session, but action may be taken following the closed 

session. 



  

The meeting was opened to the Public. 

 

 Motion was made by Dunham, seconded by Eber, to approve the new 

agreement with Montvale.  

 

Asay – yes   Dunham – yes   Eber – yes   

  

    Motion was made by Eber, seconded by Dunham, that Mannington wait 

to hear from Fralinger’s in regards to the 2nd lowest Resurfacing Bid 

for Mannington Yorktown Road (LTPF) and next steps.  

 

Asay – yes   Dunham – yes   Eber – yes   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Motion was made by Dunham, seconded by Eber, adopting the 

following resolution: Motion carried. 

 

Asay – yes   Dunham – yes   Eber – yes    

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MUNICIPAL JOINT DEFENSE AGREEMENT 

FOR MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP’S PARTICIPATION IN LITIGATION 

TO ADDRESS THE CONSTITUTIONALITY AND/OR VALIDITY 

OF NEW JERSEY’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING MANDATES 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Montvale (Bergen County) is coordinating litigation or potential 

litigation to review, challenge and/or declare unconstitutional certain mandates from the State of New 

Jersey concerning the obligations of municipalities relating to affordable housing, and has sought additional 

municipalities, including Mannington Township, to join in such litigation in order to promote the efficiency 

and effectiveness of same; and 

 

WHEREAS, as memorialized in the Mannington Township Committee’s Resolution dated 

August 5, 2024, the Mayor and Township Committee have been authorized to cause themselves in their 

aforesaid capacities, and/or the Township of Mannington, to join as a party or parties in the above 

referenced litigation, and have authorized the Township to contribute $10,000.00 in 2024 and another 

$10,000.00 in 2025 toward such litigation costs following a transfer of excess budget appropriations 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 that can be accomplished by the Township Committee in November or 

December 2024 (i.e., during the last two months of the Township’s 2024 fiscal year which runs from 

January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024); and 

 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid Resolution authorized the Mayor (or Deputy Mayor) and Clerk to 

execute agreements with counsel to be selected by the Borough of Montvale so as to effectuate 

participation in the litigation, including but not limited to any necessary retainer agreement, confidentiality 

agreement, or such other documents, provided that such agreements must be reviewed and approved by the 

Township Committee in advance of such execution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the law firm of King, Moench & Collins, LLP, serving as counsel selected by the 

Borough of Montvale, has provided a Municipal Joint Defense Agreement (“JDA”) by which the Township 

and other municipalities can participate in the litigation as aforesaid, which JDA has been satisfactorily 

amended to address the Township’s budgetary needs, and which JDA has been reviewed for approval by 

the Township Committee; 

 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Mannington, County of Salem and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor (or Deputy Mayor) and (Acting) 

Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid amended Municipal Joint Defense Agreement, which 

shall then be returned to King, Moench & Collins, LLP, with a copy of this signed Resolution. 

 
 

Motion was made by Dunham, seconded by Eber, adopting the 

following resolution: Motion carried. 

 

Asay – yes   Dunham – yes   Eber – yes    

MANNINGTON TOWNSHIP 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING QUOTE OF 

GERALD A. BARRETT LLC 

FOR REPAIRS TO BASSETT ROAD STORMWATER PIPE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Mannington issued an invitation for quotes pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-3 for repair of a stormwater pipe on Bassett Road in Mannington Township (the “Project”) as a 

contract whose aggregate cost was anticipated not to exceed $17,500 in the year 2024, which invitation, 

including all terms, conditions, requirements, and specifications for the Project, was set forth in 

correspondence from the Township Engineer, Fralinger Engineering, P.A., dated July 8, 2024 (the 

“Invitation for Quotes”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township received three (3) quotes in response to the Invitation for Quotes, 

which responses were submitted by Gerald A. Barrett LLC ($6,590); Ricky Slade Construction ($8,500); 

and Dewitt Construction ($9,575); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Engineer, Robert A. Mulford, III, PE & CME, has issued 

correspondence dated July 17, 2024, by which he has listed the aforesaid responses without any concerns or 

recommendations as to the qualifications or responsibility of the three responders; and 

 

 WHEREAS, based on the above, the Mannington Township Committee has determined that the 

Committee should approve the lowest quote of $6,590, which was submitted by Gerald A. Barrett LLC, 

subject to the terms, conditions, requirements, and specifications in the Invitation for Quotes; the 

Township’s Chief Financial Officer’s/Treasurer’s certification of available funds; and the Township’s Risk 

Management Officer’s confirmation that all insurance requirements set forth in the Invitation for Quotes 

are satisfied; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Mannington, in the County of Salem and State of New Jersey, that the quote of Gerald A. Barrett LLC, in 

the amount of $6,590, for the Township’s project known as “Repairs to Bassett Road Stormwater Pipe,” is 

hereby approved by the Township Committee, subject to the terms, conditions, requirements, and 

specifications set forth in the Invitation for Quotes; the Township’s Chief Financial Officer’s/Treasurer’s 

certification of available funds; and the Township’s Risk Management Officer’s confirmation that all 

insurance requirements set forth in the Invitation for Quotes are satisfied; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no work may commence on the Project until (1) the Acting 

Clerk of Mannington Township has received a written certification of available funds for the Project from 

the Township’s Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer; (2) the Acting Clerk has received written confirmation 

from the Township’s Risk Management Officer that Gerald A. Barrett LLC has satisfied all insurance 

requirements set forth in the Invitation for Quotes; and (3) the Mannington Township Mayor (or Deputy 

Mayor) has signed the quote of Gerald A. Barrett LLC, in the amount of $6,590, as “Approved” where 

indicated; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mannington Township Mayor (or Deputy Mayor) is 

hereby authorized to sign the quote of Gerald A. Barrett LLC, in the amount of $6,590, as “Approved” 



where indicated, after the Acting Clerk of Mannington Township has received the aforesaid certification of 

funds and insurance confirmation. 
  

REPORTS: 

The following reports were filed: 

Tax Collector reported receipts for August in the amount of      

$1,135,227.09 

Mid-Salem County Court submitted one check for $858.17  

Registrar’s receipts for August totaled $825.00 

There were three (1) dog licenses issued in August with receipts 

totaling $38.00 

Finance reported receipts of $644,863.77 for the month of August 

 

There being no further business to transact, the meeting was adjourned 

by regular motion at 6:15 PM.  

                                         

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

 

 

       Amber Ayars, Acting Clerk 

 

 

September  9,2024      NO QUORUM 

September 16,2024      NO QUORUM 

September 23,2024      NO QUORUM 

September 30,2024      NO QUORUM  

  


